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prism, Pepper’s Ghost Box, 
and ideas to make an 
electricity free data pro-
jector, are all ideas 
demonstrated during the 
lecture. The lecture end-
ed with stimulating 
thoughts on using inven-
tions of Da Vinci and Ar-
chimedes to possibly solve 
problems we currently 
face in South Africa. 
Dr Arno Louw from CAT 
recently presented a lec-
ture on using holograms in 
the classroom to students 
and lecturers of Lang- 
uage for Science. The 
question was why this 
phenomenon cannot be 
implemented into 21st 
century, four dimensional, 
effective teaching and 
learning. Holograms can 
indeed be used for teach-
ing and learning the same 
way as in many popular 
movies. Then there are 
also the challenges of 
using technology in the 
classroom without elec-
tricity. 
This lecture pointed out 
that electricity shortages 
do not necessarily inhibit 
innovative teaching and 
learning ideas and actu-
ally stimulate the use of 
energy saving and cost-
effective devices using 
secondary electricity. The 
innovative ideas of young 
school learners on social 
media platforms, such as 
YouTube, can be incorpo-
rated to use in the class-
room. These ideas − 
smartphone hologram 
prisms, movie fantasy, 
hologram-based concerts 
casted all over the globe, 
and many more − culmi-
nated in this lecture with 
full recognition of the in-
ventors and their research 
done thus far.  
A physical demonstration 
of hologram prisms, the 
research on how to make 
one’s own holographic 
  No more left in the dark?   
  Online resources for skills development 
How to use Google 
hangouts for lecture cap-
ture by Timothy A. Lepczyk 
Google Hangout is free 
software that you can use 
to make a video of your 
lecture and publish to 
YouTube for your students. 
You only need a Google 
Plus account and a 
YouTube channel to get 
started. 
Read the article by Tim 
Lepczyk at http://
www.eduhacker.net/
technology/google-    
hangouts-lecture-
capture.html and follow 
his easy step-by-step in-
structions to apply this 
method to enhance your 
students’ learning experi-
ence.  See also other lec-
turers’ comments and 
feedback. 
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Workshops                                           
CAT will be offering the 
following Blackboard 
workshops for academic 
staff from 20 July 2015 
onwards: 
 
1. Designing your Black-
board module 
2. Assessments 
3. Grade Centre and  
Excel Vlookup 
4. Turnitin 
5. Collaboration tools 
and rubrics 
6. Use of tablets in the 
classroom (introduction, 
intermediate or ad-
vanced) 
7. LockDown Browser and 
Respondus 
8. Assignments 
Customised workshops 
may also be arranged  
on request. 
Contact Vicki Groe-
newald at X3556 or 
vickig@uj.ac.za to re-
quest a workshop on  
your campus. 
online pedagogy                                                                  
Part II: Practical applica-
tions 
Part III: Assessment                                                                                                           
“This accessible and 
comprehensive book 
offers an engaging and 
practical approach to 
online teaching that is 
rooted in the author's 
experience and enthu-
siasm for creating a    
virtual environment that 
The following e-book on 
online teaching is availa-
ble in the UJ library col-
lection:  
Bender, Tisha. 2012.    
Discussion-based online 
teaching to enhance 
student learning (second 
edition).                                     
Stylus Publishing. 
Contents:  
Part I: Theoretical implica-
tions: Building a body of 
engages students and
fosters their deep learn-
ing. This is a book for all 
educators engaged in, or 
contemplating offering, 
online classes that involve 
discussion or collabora-
tive learning. It is relevant 
both to faculty teaching 
hybrid and face-to-face 
classes, and courses con-
ducted entirely online.”   
 
 
  What’s on our e-bookshelves? 
  APPsolutely! 
you to annotate, ani-
mate, narrate, import 
and export almost any-
thing to and from almost 
anywhere.  
Features:                                              
Create and share ideas 
as videos and more with 
easy-to-use tools and  
integrations.  
For more information visit: 
http://
explaineverything.com/ 
The app is available in 
the App Store at:  
https://itunes.apple.com/
app/explain-everything/
id431493086?ls=1&mt=8 
The following app is very 
useful and can also be 
used on a tablet: 
Explain EverythingTM 
Description:      
This is an easy-to-use in-
teractive whiteboard tool 
used for designing and 
screen casting. It allows   
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  On board with Blackboard 
CAT’s first seminar for 
2015 on the innovative 
and effective use of tech-
nologies in the classroom 
took place on 23 April, 
from 16:00 − 17:30.   
The theme was Techno-
logy integration by two 
Tech Newbies and the 
presenters were Ms 
Naiefa Rashied and Ms 
Ling Ting − both lecturers 
in the Department of 
Economics and Econo-
metrics at UJ. 
Tech Newbies are de-
fined as people who use 
technology in their every-
day lives, but don’t have 
much experience in 
terms of how to use it in 
their teaching, learning 
and work lives yet.  Both 
Naiefa and Ling see this 
as a challenging adven-
ture. 
During this seminar they 
shared their challenges 
and the lessons learnt on 
their journey to integrate 
technology into their 
teaching. They also pro-
vided a rough timeline of 
how long it can take to 
actively develop, imple-
ment and modify an or-
ganic technology-
integrated teaching and 
learning strategy into a 
learning module. 
The second CAT seminar 
took place on 1 June 
2015. The topic was:  
Read, Think, Write: 
Teaching with blogs and 
the presenter was Hellen 
Ochuot, a master’s stu-
dent from the Faculty of 
Education. 
Hellen focused on the 
pressure that lecturers 
experience to add tech-
nology to their teaching 
and learning. Although 
The presenters are 
Zafeer Nagdee and  
Husain Coovadia, senior 
lecturers from the De-
partment of Economic             
You are invited to the 
next CAT seminar on      
30 July 2015 (16:00 − 
17:30) at the Madibeng 
Council Chambers, APK.                      
  uShare:  CAT’s Technology-in-teaching seminars 
e-NACT: Enabling New Age Classroom Technology  
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       Ms Hellen Ochuot 
Education and             
Curriculum Studies 
                                             
         
      Ms Naiefa Rashied 
     Dept of Economics  
     and Econometrics    
       Ms Ling Ting 
  Dept of Economics  
  and Econometrics  
they learn to use the 
online learning system, 
they often use it to simp-
ly dump the content of 
their lectures.  
She highlighted the blog 
as a fine example in 
which technology can 
be a powerful and ef-
fective tool for students 
and lecturers to create 
a classroom beyond the 
boundaries of the uni-
versity. 
and Financial Sciences. 
Come and share in their 
experiences of integrat-
ing technology within  
the classroom. 
 uhelp@uj.ac.za 
 
       011 559 3580 
 
ugo.uj.ac.za 
 
www.uj.ac.za/cat 
 
 
 
Teaching and Learning 
Consultants: 
 
Dr Arno Louw 
alouw@uj.ac.za 
 
Ms Puleng Motshoane 
pulengm@uj.ac.za 
 
Ms Erica Pretorius 
ericap@uj.ac.za 
 
Mr Moses Rikhotso 
mrikhotso@uj.ac.za 
The primary purpose of the Centre for Academic Technologies (CAT) is to promote 
the use of innovative academic technologies in order to fulfil its vision of 21st cen-
tury skilled academia at the University of Johannesburg.  
 
Services provided by CAT: 
 
Access 
uLink − integrated website for all services at UJ. Available at ulink.uj.ac.za 
                    Access to Blackboard modules and communities, administrative  
                    self-help services, library services, research software, PsyCaD,  
                    UJDigispace and campus timetables 
uLearn  − your online courses available on your smartphone 
uHelp     − help you solve your technical problems, in uLink and uGo 
uGo      − a mobile app for your smartphone, available at ugo.uj.ac.za 
                    Here you have access to uHelp, Blackboard, the library services,  
                    UJ events, staff directory, news, emergency contacts, academic    
                    programmes, admission, application, registration and social media. 
 
Blackboard 
This is UJ’s Learning Management System available on uLink (web resource)               
and uGo (smartphone app).  For technical support you can use uHelp or                 
contact the helpdesk at uhelp@uj.ac.za or 011 559 3580.  
 
Skills development 
Basic computer and tablet skills workshops for all staff and students on request. 
Contact Dr Wilma Elston at wilmae@uj.ac.za                                                                                                                                  
Online MS Office training modules available in the Blackboard Communities               
in uLink.                                                                                                                                 
PERLS (Programmed English Reading Language System) − a computerised         
program for reading and comprehension enhancement, allowing the students      
to progress at their own pace and time.  
Academic writing and research tools 
Academic writing development and plagiarism tools − DOC Cop, Viper, 
SafeAssign, Turnitin, iThenticate and e-rater                                                                                         
Research software − SSPS, AMOS, ATLAS.ti, STATA and Acrobat Professional                                                
E-submission of research products − available in uLink      
Centre for 
Academic 
Technologies 
The aim of this news bulletin is therefore to keep the UJ community 
informed about available academic technologies and resources and  
how we can support you in the smart use of these technologies. 
Smart use of academic technologies 
